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Yoana G.

How Much Does Prom
Really Cost
A good question I’m sure our
parents’ wallets can’t wait to
answer. The prom is important for
everyone, but is it worth all the
effort and money? In this article,
we will answer these questions, as
well as many others.
How much will our prom night cost? The answer
to this question is almost as simple as a math
problem. You can't say the exact price because
everyone is willing to spend a different amount,
but there is an absolute minimum from which
there is no way to save.
The amount is determined by the gender of the
graduate. If you are a girl, you’ll have to splurge
out far more. What can I say, god made women
too perfect, we have to pay for it somewhere
though. For a young lady, the prom costs about
400 leva, but again I say the amount depends
entirely on how much you are willing to spend. A
dress suitable for the event costs about 70-200
leva. You can also buy a much more expensive
dress. Shoes are an indispensable part of the
outfit. Their amount can vary from 80-300 leva.
But let’s not get carried away. We all know that we
will not be able to walk in those shoes after 2
hours. What's the point of spending crazy money
ending up barefoot anyway?! (continued on p.5)

If you are one of those who have decided to spend an
indecent amount on a dress, please do not end up in a
morning blog like this girl here.

May 2023 seems far away right now but dare we hope that Covid19 will have been left far behind by then so that we can
have a full graduation ceremony with all the students and parents there to see us off?

Nicole V.

All About Prom 2023
“Behind every great prom night are some hard-working
volunteers”
Let me tell you about the preparations for the prom in 2023. For a start, we suggested that two
people from each class be selected to be part of the whole organization, to communicate to their
class, and to inform them of the final decision. Sounds simple enough, but I can assure you that
it was not an easy job at all.
After we formed an all-girls group of coordinators (I think
this does not surprise anyone) we discussed where to start
and who would do what. The second thing we did was to
give our classes time to look for a hotel / restaurant and
make suggestions. I think everyone is aware that many of
us were not that interested and were just happy to agree
with our proposals. Once we reached an agreement on
where we wanted to celebrate, the organizers again began
to discuss what should happen from then on.
A day or two later I called the Grand Hotel Millennium to
ask about some details and also for some advice, as none
of us is too familiar with the organization of such an event.
The man I spoke to was very polite and nice. We agreed
on a day and time to meet at the venue so he could show
us the ballroom and explain to us absolutely everything
that needed to be explained. We went there and I think
we made our choice almost instantly. We were all very
impressed with the hotel as a whole. The man and I agreed for him to send us the price offer for
the reception, to discuss it among ourselves, and to call him to let him know our final decision.
(continued on p.2)

To Date or Not to Date Is the
Prom Question
Our Prom Plans, page 6

Dress Code: White T-Shirt
Our Prom Articles, page 5

Prom Night: To Go or Not to
Go
Our Prom Essays, page 7
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All About Prom 2023
Continued from front page
Next we went back to our classmates with all
the information we had received. We did not
reach a consensus immediately because some
were quite dissatisfied. At one point we even
stopped all organization and communication
on this topic.

The second to last thing we had to do was for
each class to decide which teacher to invite.
This slowed us down a lot, because some
classes were unprepared for this. After a little
pressure, every one said who they would
invite.

However, I soon decided to do an online
survey to choose our menu, because the
conditions are that everyone will be served the
same salad, appetizer, main dish and dessert,
with a possible exception for vegetarians.
Pretty soon everyone responded and we
finally came to a decision. I even think
everyone was satisfied.

And now we reached the final step - to book for
sure. I wrote an email to the person with all the
above information that I explained to you and
that he needed. The only thing left for us to do
was to pay the deposit, which amounted to
BGN 30 per person. I will not bother you with
the details and the hassle of collecting the
money while so many of us were studying
online… What matters is that we managed and
we are booked to celebrate our graduation at
the Grand Hotel Millennium in May, 2023!
All I can say is that everyone took this whole
thing quite seriously and we managed to get
organized very quickly and quite well. Let’s
hope that this is a good sign for our future as
adults

The coordinators:
Elena Indzheva, Mihaela
Pancheva, Zlatina Vasileva –
11a
Nikol Krasteva, Joana
Dimitrova – 11b
Sandrina Stoeva, Nicole
Vasileva – 11v
Emilia Zhivkova, Alexandra
Milusheva – 11g
Maria Yosifova, Valentina
Milanova – 11d

Date of prom : 25th May 2023
Venue : Grand Hotel Millennium
Price: 180 leva per person
Menu :
Salad : Greek salad
Appetizer : Smoked trout
Main dish : Tender pork bon fillet
Dessert : Chocolate cake
Number of people : 137 ( 12 teachers, the Principal, 124 students )
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Interviewed by Yoana G, and Sandy
Translated by Adriana P.

“It’s up to you to make
it fun for everyone”
Even in online classes, he gets us
to exercise, do tests AND turn
our cameras on (and never fails
to mark a student late)! He may
be one of the strictest teachers
around but he’s also one of the
best-loved – Atanas Nakov
talked to us about his prom:

OUR PR M
INTERVIEWS
3. Where did your ball take place?

8. Did you have a prom date?

A.N.: In hotel "Sandanski" and then we went
to the disco.

A.N.: Yes, it was my sister, because the girl I
had to go with got a boyfriend and decided to
go with him.

4. Do you remember how much money you
spent? If you could now go back would you
spend less money or would you have given
them for something else?
A.N.: I can’t say exactly, but certainly not
much compared with my classmates. Roughly
I can say about 400lv / 500 lv. I had classmates
who exceeded 2000 lv for outfits, as well as
ordering expensive cars. I was lucky to have
friends who lent me their car.
5. Do you now regret the money you spent
then?
A.N.: I do not regret it, but I certainly could
have spent less money on clothes that I would
wear a single time.
6. Did you wear your suit on some other
occasion after the prom?
A.N.: No. I've worn it home, but never went
out with it.
7. What music did you listen to at the prom?

1. What year was your prom?
A.N.: In 2013.

Special Prom Edition

A.N.: Mainly chalga. In the restaurant they
played some folk music and we danced
“hora”. There was a little bit of everything to
please every one of my classmates.

9. Did you drink alcohol? Did you get drunk?
A.N.: I drank, but moderately because the
week after I had a competition.
10. Did anything really memorable happen?
Something unusual perhaps?
A.N.: Yes, it was all great fun all night. It is
known that each class is divided into groups,
my group and I stayed last until morning. All
evening we didn’t stop talking about the past,
about our school teachers, how we are going to
miss our school days, not so much about what
we will do in future. I had a great time.
We were disappointed that most of our
classmates left early because they could not
drink in moderation.
I think there were two girls who did not want
to come. My class went to talk with them and
their parents in case it’s because of financial
problems. We were ready to help them, but
they said that the problem is not financial and
refused to come.
11. Do you have any advice for those who are
graduating now and will have a prom?
A.N.: I cannot give advice based on personal
experience because each individual is
different. You know your classmates best and
should organize the party and fun yourselves.
There must be a bit of everything for
everyone.

2. Do you have vivid and fond memories of
your prom?
A.N.: Yes, I have only good memories. What
would you like to know?

GUESS WHO

Our mystery graduates on their prom night!
Check if you guessed right on the last page
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Class of 1956, Vocational School of Agricultural Mechanics, Yambol. Photo by our own ‘Bai Iliya’

“Prom is a crossroads in life. It´s something
you must experience”
You all know our lovely, kind doorman ¨bai Iliya¨, but what you may not
know is that he´s got 30 years of experience as a teacher of mechanics in
the higher education system. And believe it or not, he was himself a highschool graduate 65 years ago!!! Yoana G. and Sandy had a great chat with
him and for this special issue we’ve picked the prom-related questions,
translated by Venelin & Desi:
Interviewer: Do you think it´s worth spending so much money on
prom, or would you advise kids to invest them into something better?

Interiewer: In which year was your prom?
Iliya: It was in 1956 and we didn't exactly have a "ball", we had what we
used to call a “banquet”.

Iliya: I think prom is some kind of stage in which you become more
adult-like, so I think it is worth it.

Interviewer: Where was this dinner party?

Interviewer: Do you have any advice?

Iliya: Banquets were usually organized in first class restaurants.

Iliya: Celebrate your prom beforehand with your relatives, and after that
with your class. Prom is a crossroads in life. It´s something you must
experience.

Interviewer: What kind of music did you listen to then?
Iliya: Back then it was all about the classics, waltz, tango and rumba.
Interviewer: Did you drink alcohol?
Iliya: Since we had a banquet which was hosted in a restaurant, we had
to drink.
Interviewer: Did anything more unusual happen at your banquet?
Iliya: Not really
Interviewer: Did you have a date?
Iliya: Back then things were different and there weren´t such customs as
bringing a partner to the banquet. But there was a lady present – the
only girl in our all-boys class.
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Continued from front page

How much does prom
really cost?
Yoana G.
Hairstyle and makeup cost about 150 leva
minimum and are completely unnecessary. All
our lives we look good fixing our hair and makeup
ourselves. What makes the prom night so special
that we suddenly forget all our makeup and
hairstyle skills?
It's easier for boys (as always). Their outfit
includes a suit for about 100 to 300 leva. Their
shoes vary in the same price range. If they want to
add a bow tie or tie to the outfit, it would cost
them about 50 to 100 leva.
The rent of a venue for the prom dinner party
varies from 100-200 BGN per person. This is the
only thing you can't save on because the decision
is made by everyone and is not up to you.
Let's focus on the most unnecessary expense,
namely renting a car. You have been using public
transport for at least ten years to get to school.
When you go to the ball in an unnecessarily
expensive car, your classmates will not forget how
they waited at the public transport stops with you.
Take your parents’ car. Don't waste money on
nonsense. If I still do not manage to change your
opinion about the car rental the amount varies
from 100-600 leva depending on the car model
Who says a T-shirt can’t make a unique outfit? Certainly not fashion icon Carrie Bradshaw from Sex and the City!
and the time for which it will be rented.
In conclusion, the ball costs about 400 leva. And
here comes the question, are you willing to spend Sandy
that amount, and is it worth it? I did a survey in
which I asked 30 people from different age groups
how much money they are willing to spend or
have already spent on the prom night and whether
they think it is worth it. Over 70 percent of the
respondents plan to spend over 300 leva for the
prom. But is it worth it? 44 percent said "no". To
the question "why" they answered "well, it wasn't
worth it".

Dress Code: White T-shirt

On average, graduates will spend around 300 leva on
their prom outfit alone. The prom night is special for
everyone but is the outfit really so important to
have an amazing experience? What if you can be part
The ball is important to everyone, but there is no
point in throwing money away. And without it, we
of a charitable cause with this money and help
will all be poor uni students. Let's not bankrupt
ourselves
and our someone?
families in #STENISKANABALA is a Bulgarian organization whose idea is for high-school graduates to donate
advance! an amount of money, which they would otherwise spend on an outfit, for higher education grands to
children who do not have parents. This idea dates back to 2013,
when students from Pirot, Serbia, started this campaign and the
next year young Bulgarians took it up. Since then, 10,120 students
from 53 towns have been involved and have contributed BGN
523,244, giving a future to 236 young people. If you want to be part
of this incredible idea, you can.
There is another option for those who want to wear a formal outfit
to the ball but also to support the charity. They can just donate the
minimum of 20lv and still be helpful to someone, somewhere.
Remember, it is the last moments you spend with your classmates
and not the outfit or the car you are with that will make your prom
unforgettable. I know, every boy wants to be a prince and every girl
wants to be a princess, but what if you can be a hero - just think
about it!

This Bulgarian Prom Queen made it into 9GAG FUN,
which is a dubious honor 😊
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PROM NIGHT: TO GO OR NOT TO GO?
I'm not a negative person, absolutely
not, I just really hate that those kinds
of celebrations just because I'm not
I'm not a person who likes parties
and crowds. Personally, I don't think someone who can stand that much
the prom is something special, fun or chaos, music, people, drinks and
excitement.
exciting. At the moment I'm
absolutely terrified of it, only because If I want to have fun I will just do
my mom is making me go to my
something that makes me happy and
prom next year.
not worried.

Emanoela

I'm not coming to that celebration
and not because I'm trying to act
cool or independent. It´s, just
because I know that I will not have
fun, I will just waste my money.

The best prom for me is a basic
celebration with my family or a
vacation with my best friend from
school.
The worst prom will probably be the
one I expect to have next year, but the
fun part is that I'm not even coming
because I respect myself.
Please don't think of me as an
aggressive person or someone who is
really boring. I have a really deep
And yes, I love being crazy but not in
soul, an easy to hurt heart and a very
a stupid way - I love to dance, sing
strict mind. If I think that something
and laugh, but in a “civil” way.
will put me in a bad place, I'm just not
doing it.

Yoana G.

Adriana P.

“It will be our last chance to be kids, before we
start our independent and responsible lives apart
from each other. The prom represents the end
of the beginning in your life. I want to say
goodbye to this part of my life properly.”

“I have never thought about what my
dream or nightmare prom would be
like. Till the beginning of 11th grade I
never even cared about prom. I am
an introvert and I don’t like this type
of events, I get anxiety even when I
have to go to a family member’s
wedding. But I know that it is a onetime experience to have a BIG prom
event together with your
classmates.”

Angie

Sylvia

I don’t like proms. I never liked
them. The whole concept of the
prom is something that I don’t get.
A lot of people who’ve probably
despised and hated each other
through the years of studying
together, dancing and laughing, isn’t
it hypocritical?

“We cross an invisible
line and tell the whole
world that we have
grown up, we have our
own strong and
interesting personality.
This is when we say
goodbye to our
childhood. And we
want to be real
princesses at our prom
- refined and elegant,
fabulously beautiful.”

Also, in Bulgaria, this is the time of
the year when everyone wants to
show off, they get expensive cars,
expensive dresses and suits, I don’t
see the point. I would prefer to
donate the money to someone who
needs them, but that’s my opinion
so I don’t force it on anyone else.

Maybe I think like that because I’m
not on the best terms with my
classmates. I don’t hate them, it’s
just that we are so different and
sometimes they really p___ me off.
We will have our prom in 2023 and
I will go, mostly because I really like
my teachers, I love my class teacher
and I will dearly miss her. My two
best friends are also in my class, so I
will go and will do my best to have
fun and to make some beautiful
memories.
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PROM NIGHT: TO DATE OR NOT TO DATE?
Sandy
We have all watched those
commercial American movies where
all the students are obsessed with
finding someone to date on the prom.

Is it
actually worth it to go with a date?
Let’s find out.
On the one hand, to go to the prom
with a boyfriend or a girlfriend
definitely has some pros. If you are a
shy person and go with a date, you
can be sure that you do not have to
worry about not having anyone to talk
to, or getting lost in the crowd.
Another advantage is that you can be
more confident when you are dancing
at night and when the dj plays a slow
song you know that you have
someone to dance with.
On the other hand to go to the prom
with a date can be a terrible
experience. The decision what to
wear on prom night is not easy but
just think for a moment that having to
match your outfit with that of your
partner is way more difficult. To have
someone with you at the dance is
super but what if that person is a
terrible dancer and you have to sit at
the table all night because you don’t
want everyone staring at you.
There is also the possibility that you
and your date get into a fight, so going
solo will save you unnecessary drama.
Furthermore, when you are solo you
don’t have to worry about whether
your date is having a good time and
you can focus on your own fun only.
Photos, photos and again photos - we
can’t ignore the fact that years later, if
you break up with your bf or gf you
will prefer to be alone on the photos
and not have to cut out someone’s
head from them.
Prom is just one night - nothing will
happen to you if you go solo. This is
the last moment with your classmates,
just enjoy it. To be with your friends,
to make unforgettable moments - that
is what is special about the ball. If you
decide to go with a date just
remember to pay attention to your
friends too. Regardless of whether
you choose to go solo or with a date, I
hope your prom will be amazing!

Adriana P.

Blagovesta

Yoana G.

You can ask many people that
question and you will get a lot
of different answers. Some
prefer to go with their friends
or would rather go with their
boyfriend/girlfriend.

There is no doubt that the prom
night is the most anticipated
event in a teenager’s mind. It
celebrates the graduation of high
school, but not only that - it is
much more important than it
seems as this is when we close
an important chapter of our
lives.

Prom night is a really special night.
That’s why you should be very
careful with the decision you make
about it. You will remember this
night your whole life.

I am not in a relationship so I
don’t feel like I need a prom
partner as long as a have my
friends by my side. I know that
for some people it’s really
important to have a partner for
prom night and would even
stress about it to the point they
think they can’t show up to
prom if they haven’t found one.

Because of Covid-19, a new
rule has been imposed which
states that if your partner is not
from the same school and the
same class you can’t bring them
with you. Most of my friends’
boyfriends are either from a
different school or have already
graduated so that means they
can’t spend the first part of
their partner’s prom night
together. But you can always
meet up after the “formal” part
of the event.

To date or not to date on prom
night? The answer to this
question strongly depends on
the personality type of the
person. Some would say that it
is good to have a date, others,
however, would say that it is
better to go on your own.
Going to the prom with a date
would make one feel calm and
appreciated. When one is
around their partner, they in
most cases feel safe and loved.
Moreover, having a date would
make the night even better! This
night could be not only the end
of a chapter of one’s life but also
the day in which one
experiences the best romantic
adventure.
Having no date on prom night
would make one experience the
night without feelings of
pressure and unnecessary
drama, it will make a person
feeling free to enjoy that night to
its fullest. Furthermore, being
on your own would be less
expensive and would allow one
to save some money for the
hard upcoming student years.

My personal favorite is to
spend prom with one’s friends.
My impression is that most of
the people in my class get along
well and I’m sure we’ll have a
great time together. I may not
be close with anyone from the
other classes but I don’t think it
will be a problem at all. As you
know there is a saying: ‘’the
more the merrier”.

In conclusion, having a date on
the prom comes hand in hand
with feelings of safety and
comfort, while being on your
own could help you save some
money.

And, of course, we have cases
in which people prefer to
spend their prom alone. I can’t
really put myself in their shoes
so I can’t imagine what they
would do in that case.

In my opinion, this is a question
whose answer strongly depends
on the person’s personality and
views. So, it is good for
everyone to take their time and
consider carefully which is the
best option for them.
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To date or not to date? A question that
everyone should ask themselves and
consider carefully. The answer depends
on the type of person you are. If you are
shy you will want to go with a large
group of friends to feel comfortable. If
you want to enjoy the evening to the
fullest and you are confident, you will go
alone. To go with a date is the most
complicated of the three options.

However, some extra company can help
make all of the prom activities that
much more enjoyable. Attending prom
with a date means that you'll have
someone to talk to and dance with
throughout the evening.
I personally would rather go alone. This
option gives me much more control
over the evening. I will have the ability
to change my plans impulsively without
worrying that someone will be affected
because of my decisions. I am the type
of person that loves being under the
spotlight and I will not risk anyone
overshadowing me. I have always been
more independent and the absence of
anyone with me on prom night will not
hinder me in any way. This saves a lot
of money and headaches. There will be
no second person to pay for, to comply
with my outfit and my decisions.
Going with a friend is also not a bad
decision. When you are with a close
friend you might find your prom
experience to be more carefree. The
evening will be full of emotions and
unforgettable experiences and what
could be better than sharing these
moments with your dearest friend.
Having company will help you relax and
enjoy yourself to the fullest.
Whatever you decide, don’t skip your
formal event! Prom is a memorable
night that you won’t want to miss, and
celebrating with your friends can make
it even better.
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Nia M.

MAKE-UP TIPS FOR THE PROMS
Classic prom make-up is usually smoky black with gold or silver brocade and red
lipstick.
Many girls want to go to their prom with very
strong and atypical makeup for them, but in
fact this is the day when they have to choose
makeup that they will feel comfortable with. It
is very important for a girl to go to trial makeup
several times to choose the right makeup for
her and the dress. Many girls rely on false
eyelashes during prom, and it is important if
they have never worn false eyelashes in their
lives. It is a good idea to wear false eyelashes
weeks or even months before the prom so that
their eyes can get used to it. There are two
types of artificial eyelashes - one is individual
single lashes, applied one by one by a
beautician and the others are the ones that are
glued on by the make-up artist himself.

When it comes to choosing a foundation, the
most important factor is to find one that
matches your skin tone. It is important to test
the foundation in natural light and apply along
your jawline. You need to make sure that the
foundation matches your skin type. The best
shades for your prom are those that emphasize
your eyes, face and hair.

If you are wearing artificial eyelashes, make sure
you take the glue with you along with your lip
gloss. You should also have concealer or
powder with you because it is normal for your
make-up to start smudging or running at some
point.
Every make-up artist has a make-up style. What
you ask him to do, he will do in his own way.
If you have experience and you know what you
are doing, it is best to do your own make-up
because you will know best what you want.
Usually, the trial make-up costs about 70 leva
and the official one about 80 leva.

THE 127 HOURS TEAM
11v Special Prom Edition Team:
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Special thanks to our mystery prom
stars from page 3, Miroslav
Alexandrov, English teacher, and
Milena Piperkova, Math teacher!
’

Sandrina Stoeva
Nicole Vasileva
Angela Slavcheva
Venelin Petrov
Blagovesta Uzunova
Teodora Mladenova
Adriana Parvanova
Desislava Tsvetkova
Yoana Georgieva
Emanoela Savova
Nia Metodieva

11g Special Christmas Edition Team:
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Nicole Nikolova
Alexandra Milusheva
Martina Kamenova
Anastasia Gerasimova
Petar Tsokov
Angelina Tchakalova

Ana Veleva, English teacher

Thank you and we’ll be back in April,
with a Fake News Edition!
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